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Muñoz Zanón, Licenciada en Traducción e Interpretación, Profesora de Inglés en Educación Secundaria y Bachillerato. 
 
At High School, there are always some kind of literary contest because the department of Languages 
organises it or there is a special festivity like “Sant Jordi” or there is a magazine where students collaborate. 
In this article, I will give a list of tried and tested pattern poems, suitable for all levels of English learners to 
work poetry in the English classroom even thought they can be used in other foreign language classroom, like 
French or German. 
It could be thought that using poetry in the classroom is a hard work, even impossible to do with groups with 
a low level of English. Well, this is quite normal as many teachers and students feel certain aversion to poetry. 
However, the final product, the poem, is absolutely rewarding as well as the whole process. 
In general, poetry involves students at an emotional level and increases their desire to learn as they feel a 
genuine need to express themselves in the foreign language. 
In addition, it is an innovative way of practising grammatical structures, all four skills as well as spelling, 
pronunciation and language awareness. 
Limericks. They are an excellent introductory exercise for working poetry in the classroom. We can cut up 
one limerick per group of 4 students. Give each group the starting line of their limerick. The teacher explains 
that a limerick is a 5 line poem with the rhythm pattern A A B B A. Then the teacher sticks all the remaining 
lines on the walls in random order and the groups try to find the remainder of their limerick. Then students can 
create their own limerick. 
There was an old man from Peru 
Who dreamed he was eating a shoe 
He awoke in the night 
With a terrible fright 
And found out it was perfectly true 
 
Acrostic poems. They help students with spelling, vocabulary and dictionary use. In an acrostic poem, 
students choose a word or name and write it in a column on the left side of the page and then explain the word 
in words or phrases beginning with each letter of the word. 
 
e.g.  Student 
  Community 
  Helpful 
  Offering 
  Opportunities for 
  Learning 
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These poems can also be worked with the Arts Classroom. Students paint the letters, do collages or they can 
also use the new technologies and create a short video with the words... 
Adjective poems. They help students with adjectives, adjectives after linking verbs and dictionary use. These 
poems consist of six lines which develop a series of adjectives to describe a single topic or action.  They can 
provide good practice for identifying and creating adjectives without worrying about order. 
 
The pattern: 
Line 1: Noun        Fog 
Line 2: Same noun + is/are + adjective 1          Fog is white 
Line 3: Same noun + is/are + adj. 1, adj. 2       Fog is white, wet 
Line 4: Is/are + adj. 1, adj. 2, adj. 3      Is white, wet, thick  
Line 5: Adj. 1, 2, 3, 4      White, wet, thick, cold  
Line 6: New related noun      Morning 
 
This can also be done with adverbs by replacing is or are with a verb and line 6 with a phrase showing time 
or place. 
 
Biopoems. They help with adjectives, relative clauses and items in a series. These are used to summarise the 
life of someone or something or to present research done on people, plants or animals. 
 
Pattern: 
1. First name 
2. 4 adjectives to describe character 
3. Relative of 
4. Lover of (3 people, things or ideas) 
5. Who feels (3 emotions) 
6. Who needs (3 items) 
7. Who fears (3 items) 
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8. Who gives (3 items) 
9. Who would like to see (3 items) 
10. Resident of 
11. Last name  
 
Contrast Poems. They help with simple and compound sentence structures, linking verbs followed by 
adjectives, verbs in the negative and  the conjunction but 
Pattern:      Example: 
A_______________is/linking verb + adj.  A dog is friendly 
A_______________is/linking verb + adj.  A dog is intelligent 
A_______________is/linking verb + adj.  A dog is loyal, 
But it (verb in the negative) + adj.   But a dog isn't human! 
 
Days of the week poem. Here students learn punctuation and the capitalisation of proper nouns, days of the 
week, sensory verbs. Pattern     Example: 
On Monday I saw…………………………… On Monday I saw snow falling 
On Tuesday I touched ………............... On Tuesday I touched a snowman 
On Wednesday I tasted ………………… On Wednesday I tasted gingerbread cookies 
On Thursday I heard ………………........ On Thursday I heard the jingle bells 
On Friday I smelled …………....………… On Friday I smelled hot chocolate 
On Saturday I (felt) ………………..……… On Saturday I felt wonderful 
On Sunday I (any verb) …………….…… On Sunday I opened my Christmas presents 
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Five senses poem. Here students learn about sensory verbs, basic sentence structure, metaphors and 
similes. 
Pattern:        The desert 
(An idea or emotion) is (one or two colours)  The desert is red and yellow 
It tastes like ……………………………….   It tastes like a chilli pepper 
It sounds like ………………………………   It sounds like a snakes 
It smells like ……………………………….   It smells like sun 
It looks like ………………………………….   It looks like red rocks and sand 
It makes me feel (like) ………………   It makes me feel hot and thirsty 
 
I wish poem. Here the students learn structures following wish 
Pattern: 
I wish I had ……………………………………..I wish I had a pair of beautiful wings 
I wish I could …………………………………..I wish I could fly high in the sky 
I wish I were ……………………………………I wish I were a butterfly 
Then I would (conclusion)  Then I would be free 
 
Preposition poem. Here students work with prepositions and prepositional phrases 
Pattern: 
Prepositional phrase     Down the hall, 
Prep. Phrase      Around the corner, 
Prep. Phrase      Along the corridor, 
Prep. Phrase      Past the toilets, 
Prep. Phrase      Through the door, 
Prep. Phrase      Into the classroom 
Main clause about an event or an object  The pupils ran 
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You poem. The student thinks of a person, place, object or even event that means a lot to them and 
completes the poem as appropriate. This can be done simply with single words by lower level/weaker students 
or very elaborately using similes, idioms etc. 
You are…………………………………………………(a kind of drink) 
You are…………………………………………………(a kind of weather) 
You are…………………………………………………(a kind of machine) 
You are…………………………………………………(a type of vehicle) 
You are…………………………………………………(part of school) 
You are…………………………………………………(a fruit/vegetable) 
You are…………………………………………………(a type of feeling) 
  ● 
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